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Upland cotton ginned prior to December 1 this season averaged lower in grade and shorter in staple than 

a year ago, according to the Cotton Division, Agricultural Marketing Service, USDA. This season's ginnings 
contained record proportions of grade 41 and the largest proportion of Spotted grades since 1966. Upland 
ginnings through the end of November contained a larger proportion of staples 32 and 33 than any crop since 
1966 and the smallest proportion of staples 34 and 35 since 1970. Cotton miking in the 3.5-4.9 mike range 
accounted for 82 percent of ginnings this season compared with 81 percent last season and 85 percent two 
years ago. Average fiber strength at 87,000 pounds per square inch was down slightly from 87,100 psi 
through the same period last year but up from 86,900 psi in 1974. The supply of upland cotton to December 
1 was 11.1 million bales, almost the same as a year earlier. Ginnings prior to December 1 totaled 7.7 
million running bales. 


White grade 41 made up over 43 percent of upland ginnings prior to December 1 this season. This was the 
largest proportion of grade 41 in any crop since records began in 1938 and compares with almost 37 percent 
a year ago and 42 percent through the same period in 1974. White grades 31 and higher comprised almost 
16 percent of ginnings this season against 23 percent a year earlier and 15 percent two years earlier. 
All White grades accounted for over 7/7 percent of ginnings through the end of November. This was the 
smallest proportion of any crop in the White grades since 1971 and compares with 83 percent the two 
Previous years. The Light Spotted grades made up about 18 percent of ginnings against 16 percent last 
year and 15 percent in 1974. The Spotted grades comprised almost five percent of ginnings prior to 
December 1. This was the largest proportion of any crop in the Spotted grades since 1966 and compares 
with one percent through the same period the two previous seasons. The average grade index was 92.6 
(grade 31=100) against 93.0 a year earlier and 91.8 in 1974, 


Cotton stapling 34 and 35 comprised about 60 percent of upland ginnings prior to December 1 this season. 
This was the smallest proportion of a crop in these medium lengths since 1970 and compares with 65 
Percent through the same period last year and 75 percent two years earlier. Staples 32 and 33, combined, 
made up over 15 percent of this season's ginnings, the largest proportion of any crop in these lengths 
Since 1966. Last season these two lengths made up seven percent of ginnings prior to December 1 and 
five percent two years ago. Staples 31 and shorter accounted for almost 11 percent of ginnings this 
season compared with 11 percent last year and five percent the year before. Staples 36 and longer 
comprised almost 14 percent this season against 16 and 15 percent in 1975 and 1974, respectively. The 
average staple was 34.0 thirty-seconds inches compared with 34.2 through the same period last year and 
34.6 in 1974. 


The average mike of upland cotton ginned prior to December 1 was 4.3, up slightly from 4.2 a year earlier 
and the same as through the same period in 1974. Cotton in the 3.5-4.9 mike range made up 82 percent of 
the ginnings through the end of November, up from 81 percent a year earlier but down from 85 percent two 
years ago. Eleven percent of ginnings miked 5.0 or higher this season compared with seven percent last 
year and nine percent through the same period in 1974. Almost seven percent of ginnings prior to December 
1 miked 3.4 or lower against almost 13 percent a year earlier and seven percent in 1974. 


Fiber strength of upland cotton ginned prior to December 1 averaged 87,000 pounds per square inch (psi), 
down slightly from 87,100 psi through the same period last year but up from 86,900 psi in 1974. Cotton 
weaker than 80,000 psi made up less than 11 percent of ginnings this season. This was the smallest 
percentage of any crop in these weaker ranges since records began in 1966 and compares with over 11 per- 

cent last season and 14 percent in 1974. Cotton 90,000 psi and stronger made up about 33 percent of gin- 
nings through the end of November, about the same as a year ago, but up slightly from the 31 percent in 1974. 


Cotton ginned prior to December 1 this season totaled 7,660,800 running bales, according to the Bureau of 
the Census. This compares with 5,793,600 bales ginned through the same period last season and 8,291,400 
two years earlier. This season's ginnings to December 1 included 33,900 bales of American Pima cotton 
against 19,400 last year and 38,800 in 1974. ’ 


The supply of upland cotton to December 1 this season (carryover plus ginnings) totaled 11.1 million bales, 
almost the same as a year earlier. The grade distribution indicates an increase of 233,000 bales in this 
season's supply of grade 41 cotton. Grades 31 and 51 showed a decrease of 105,000 and 301,000, respectively. 
Supplies of all White grades decreased 221,000 bales compared with last season's supply to December 1. 
Supplies of Light Spotted grades decreased 184,000 bales while supplies of Spotted grades increased 

326,000 bales. Staple distribution showed an increase of 108,000, 425,000 and 418,000 bales for staples 

32, 33 and 34, respectively. Staple 35 showed a decrease of 854,000 bales and staple 36 decreased 158,000. 
Supplies of staples 30 and 31 increased slightly while staples 29 and shorter decreased. Supplies of 


staple 37 and longer decreased slightly. 
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Table 8. Pereentage of ginnings reduced in grade, by specified causes, 
prior to December 1, 1976 with 1975 comparisons, by states ELA, 














Grade reductions 


Total reductions 
1976 1975 1976 1975 1976 1975 






State 





Pet. Pct. Ret. Pet. Pet. Pet. Pot. Rot. 
North Carolina 353 558 Ona Ore * ® 3.4 6.0 
South Carolina 6.6 Lage 1.4 0.3 ‘3 ep eae 11.4 
Georgia 1.9 1.5 5.8 Deel ° * Merk 8.6 
Alabama 2.6 9.6 0.4 * - - 30 9.6 
Mississippi 8.7 0 O73 0.5 * * 9.0 Cel 
Tennessee TRO 10.5 0.2 0.2 Oe Teeth 10.8 
Missouri 8 eee Oe 0.2 Orn * 2 Ae) Lee 
Arkansas 4.6 2.9 OF One . * as7 S.0 
Louisiana 7.9 6.0 Ore, ee - 5 8.6 ne 
Oklahoma 0.4 1.0 13 .4 Ane - - 13.8 See 
Texas nee 26 16.0 23" * * 17.2 24.9 
New Mexico OR, 0.7 One 3.6 OR: s TO 4.3 
Arizona aha Cie O73 O77 * . ube y4 2.9 
California 2e8 2.9 * 0.2 * : 2.6 Seok 
Other 0.8 OO ea 0.2 0.8 - 3.9 6.2 
United States 328 3.9 Bo 6.0 = * ae 9.9 


he Data for current season are preliminary. 
> Less than 0.05 percent. 


Table 9. American Pima cotton ginned in the United States, by grade and staple Th 


November 1-30 Season through November 30 
1975 1976 1975 1976 









Grade Bales Bales Pet. Pct. Bales Bales Pet. Pet. 
1 (10) - - - - - - - - 
2 (20) ace 760 6.7 2.6 1,561 956 8.0 2.8 
3 (30) 11,520 6,479 63042, 21-9 11,928 8,519 6% (6 © 25.1 
4 (40) 4,823 18,392 26.5 62.0 5,299 19, 722 27 13) > 58.2 
5 (50) 560 3,580 3. ie eles 560 4,306 24508 112.7 
6 (60) 46 373 0.3 1.3 46 373 0.2 etl 
7 (70) - 19 - Os - 19 < Cer 
8 (80) - - - - - - - - 
9 (90) - - - - - - - - 

10 (00) - - - - - - - - 

Total 18,170 29,603 100.0 100.0 19,394 33,895 100.0 100.0 

Staple 

40 and shorter - - - - - - - - 

42 29 19 0,2 oer 29 19 0.1 Ons 

44 16,511 20,919 90.8 70.6 17,667 24, 753 Gt #1 73.0 

46 1,630 8,665 9.0 29.3 1,698 9,123 8.8 26.9 


48 and longer - - - - - - = = 


Total 49,170 29,603 100.0 100.0 19,394 33,895 100.0. 100.0 





rh Data for current season are preliminary. 
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Table 10. 


Percentage distribution of micronaire readings for American Pima ginnings 
prior to December 1, 1976 with 1975 comparisons, by states V/ 









State 










Readings Arizona pascedis va ves 
1975 1976 1975 1976 1975 


Percent Percent Percent Percent 
2.4 and below - - - = - = 2 is 
eres) - - - = - = = 4 
2.6 - - - es i fe = = 
rel - - - = es = = - 
Zo - - =- m = = - em 
2.9 ee Ome - - - - 0.2 2 
S70 2.0 Q.3 15 (ls) - 0.3 OLS Ong 
ork See 1.4 35 0.6 0.4 0°3 lO) Ons 
32 a7 343 4.6 30 0.3 1.4 1.4 1.9 
Seo Bl Sse, 10.8 1.8 One, 1s Ge ae 
3.4 9.8 4.0 WS Wad lO Ome Sra Zio 
SED 11.4 7.4 ieee 3.0 Ze 55 4.2 yeh 
Sie AS) eres 10.8 Teo 7.4 ech: 9.0 8.4 
orn /, 17.3 8.9 9.2 9.7 lees Waa RS, Lao 
an eee Hees ©) 10.8 OR 9 V2.3 258 Mes eRe 
329 Ske ies 15e5 12.2 16.8 11.4 ores Ord, 
4. 5.9 9.6 anil TMs 7 <4. Gye 14.6 14.9 
4.1 Sie 9.1 9.2 Zhe We) 5 7 LORS Sr 10.4 
4.2 Ziel 8.0 hed 8.9 7.0 11.4 O32 Over. 
4.3 2.4 S70 - 2.4 3'.9 5.4 Bie 4, BES 
4.4 0.4 4.6 - 52 vents 4.9 0.9 4.9 
4.5 - 2.0 - 2 One, ra OFS 1S 
4.6 - iver eS 6.4 Ore OZ Oa @Oay 
eal - - - - O73 - Ore - 
4.8 - - - - - 0-3 - One 
4.9 - - - - - - - - 


5.0 and above - - - = = = = S 





Total 100 .O 100.0 100 .O 100 .O 100 .O 100.0 100.0 100.0 


Average mike 3.6 3.9 OF S59 3.9 S59 3.9 3.9 


nn ne tea RRRERenEnEn 


A Data for current season are preliminary. 
. Less than 0.05 percent. 





palsies: ont — sgn peat ag NC evar gi vO a 
1 Wy Bas 0,8 Ce Wythe... OSE 

= ctw aittalihengevich tec lommegiacnetanane tanh ash pinivglichs ie seehtnanisinaahintslaaala lean 

" { ied 

. - ve So e 

“27. ¢ *.¢ "$< ‘ey 5 

7 bio 

é 5 ‘ ais n * 4 
a _ + seat APA Aine cnet Nei a 8 


YA ase 








- ‘Bh 


er 
satin sada iaew 



















bit TE aaah BRA. oo. , 
nsjote uc catotinaqnen OF8L arte 
in Panam 
<xsetermaisaneieaalaptt lean selina ai eae 
‘2 Te 4.te ote - nn en a : 
ar h ‘ Aare 
axl oberg ennai tom ty A So oan ahs * Smell reel nl 
‘| rd : “ r row @ ie 
a { et 
Sendai ows hah eetiiy coma hoe echt ane tet Ei beg 
hy 
; ie ee 
F sob ee a aa > 
Re iS2323 goa siee 78S 
- + . ~~ « - , y 
- - , ~- 
7 a = * 
* - - 
to > - = 
~ 
‘ ~ 3.0 Bs 
- - 
; Gk 10.5 
9 0 Ss a 
AD } 
i i ' A } ” ‘ ’ § Te 
< Le i Ge a 
- i 
£ tf 
| ea ee 
j 
‘ L 7 nt “hs 
a ; { 
* ' % ‘ * bei E gy 


eee). . if) qm 
ie 5 £ ha of E = rv et 

bye ; wy A 
ey t ‘ a ge 


- oom : 
o.. eye » 
, a ©. FF — 
2 . : oe 
Pe - -~ * 
~ ~ - . a 
- an - 
« . - * « 
inlets 


— AE ORT 6 OTD ett et Oat I com ligt ty 9 ltt i OS ep 


bane remnmemncoae, ceaate = titer w en demi tm mm Hak Care 7 
: ceabbagbana R aon oe 


ils 





4 
a 
[ 





